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FOREWORD 

The guidelines will help to ensure scholarly publications and research data resulting from publicly funded research to 
be openly and publicly available. Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) as an enabler, has however made it 
easier and doable. As such openness in obtaining, processing, publishing and disseminating research information has become 
easily achievable due to the spread of ICTs and ICT-enabled services.

In addition, there are some socio-economic benefits and diverse opportunities to be derived from Open Science. Perhaps the 
most important reasons are the broad economic benefits and growth, both public and private. Scholarly publications and 
research data made available and accessible through Open Science have been shown to be economic force enhancers and 
multipliers, creating value many times over and providing much greater returns on public research investments. The 
generative or pro-creative effects as a result of Open Science are key in this regard. 

Undoubtedly, Open Science will have an effect on society’s social welfare. Not only will it meet society’s expectations on 
appropriate management of Open Science assets and resources, it will also provide diverse reputational gains apart from 
incorporating ethical principles for accessing and using scholarly publications and research data. In the public research it ca

n substantially reduce unproductive barriers to interdisciplinary, inter-institutional, and international research. Besides 
enabling data mining for knowledge discovery in a growing sea of big data, Open Science is essential for the verification of 
research results and in generating broad trust in them. It avoids many inefficiencies, such as the unnecessary duplication of 
research and the identification of erroneous results. Open Science will promote more research and new types of research. It 
also permits the legal interoperability of data when multiple sources of data are combined for new knowledge. 

Finally, Open Science will help to improve governance. Public data made openly available through the public institutional 
portals will support improved decision-making and transparency in government and society. For a developing economy like 
Malaysia, Open Science will help to build freedom in society, and trust in governance and its many functions.

The Malaysia Open Science Alliance (MOSA) in collaboration with the Academy of Sciences Malaysia (ASM) has been 
tasked by the Government in drafting a Guidelines on Open Science in Public Funded Research. The mandate given was in 
line with the Open Science Initiative championed by MOSP. The proposal for the guidelines was drafted in collaboration 
and consultation with various stakeholders through a series of information and dialogue meetings. The views that emerged 
during these meetings were taken into account in the work on producing the proposal for guidelines
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